Editor’s Note

he crunch of leaves

underfoot and squirrels in

search of acorns are

welcome signs of Autumn.
The first crisp breeze and shorter days
signal the languid days of summer are
gone. But there is a renewed spark in
the fall as many of us return to the
office after working remotely during
the pandemic and the kids are finally
back in school. It's energizing to
connect again with colleagues and
see familiar faces. Although Zoom and
Teams are wonderful platforms to
bring people together virtually, there
really is no substitute for in-person
interactions. And because of the
importance of networking, CTA is
thrilled to announce that it will host its
annual Hall of Fame dinner in New
York at the Metropolitan Pavilion on
November 11, and its media event CES
Unveiled, the night before at the
Rainbow Room. Please join us for an
inspiring evening as we honor the
2020 and 2021 classes of the Hall of
Fame and the winners of the
Innovation Entrepreneur Awards.
Registration opens at CTA tech on
October 14.

In this issue, i3 talks with Managing
Director for HP North America,
Stephanie Dismore, who discusses
HP’s channel first strategy, the
company’s diversity and inclusion
initiatives and how HP responded to
the rise of remote education during
the pandemic. She also discusses if
the industry-wide semiconductor
shortage will pressure holiday sales.
She says, “Availability of key
components will most likely remain
constrained into early 2022, but we
are working with key suppliers to
increase their commitments,
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maximizing supply usage to reduce
backlog, and streamline processes
and workflows to improve efficiencies
into the holiday season.”

CTA also just released its new report
Coping with Crisis: SME Supply Chain
Issues in the Pandemic Era. Read i3's
analysis for more insights into the
challenges this situation presents for
our economy. Our lead feature delves
into the 5G rollout, how it is progress-
ing and some unique 5G applications
from 3D printers to managing farm
field nutrients. We also examine how
LiDAR is improving the driving experi-
ence making it safer. Although there
are many competitors, some LiDAR
makers are looking beyond vehicles to
smart city infrastructure applications
for their technologies.

What's more we look into quantum
computing, how gesture control is
evolving, the future of augmented
reality and the latest news on
streaming business models. We also
look at the top five revenue
generators in the consumer
technology market and part Il of our
analysis on how to best connect
smart cities. CTA analysts also look at
the factors consumers weigh as they
consider whether they should install a
project themselves or hire a
professional. Our Market Beat and
Stats & Facts columns take a deep
dive into the variables that determine
this decision. We want to hear from
you, please send comments to:
cstevens@CTA tech.
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