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What did the United States do right?

What can the United States do better?

The U.S. Congress passed funding for self-driving vehicle research, and testing is already happening in several states. Tax
reform in 2018 significantly decreased the top corporate tax rate,
improving the country’s Tax Friendliness grade to a B+ from a C-.
The U.S. also surpasses all countries in Unicorns, earning an A for
133 unicorns founded in the past decade.

The United States could encourage more students to earn STEM
degrees.

Among other states to welcome self-driving vehicles, California allows
testing without a backup driver present, and San Francisco-area
company Waymo received permission to test SDVs on public roads.

Home to many flourishing internet companies, the U.S. was
one of only six countries to earn an A in
Unicorns. The U.S.
also made a strong showing in Entrepreneurial Activity for the relative ease of starting
a new business there. American entrepreneurship could improve even more in the future as a result of recent corporate tax cuts, which reduced the 2019 corporate tax rate
to 21 percent from 35 percent, and brought the country’s Tax Friendliness grade up to
a B+ from a C- in 2018.
Federal and state policies are also clearing the way for self-driving vehicles (SDV). The
U.S. Department of Transportation defined the regulatory roles of federal and state
governments, and several states have approved rules that permit testing of SDVs. In
2018, California developers received approval to test SDVs without backup drivers
present, and Alphabet’s automotive company Waymo earned permission to test its
SDVs on public roads.
In 2018, the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration also selected 10 entities, ranging
from cities and local government departments to universities, to test drones for commercial use.
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Once again, the
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thriving
domestic
startup sector and
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at the federal level.
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Human Capital

The United States produced 133 unicorns between 2009 and 2018.

The country boasts infrastructure capable of withstanding
natural disasters, high-quality
local suppliers and a highly
visible supply chain, relatively low levels of corruption
nationwide, and high average
levels of personal wealth.

42.2 percent of the country’s
workers are highly skilled,
the same proportion as in
2018, and it awarded 39.2
percent of its college degrees in STEM fields, an
increase from 32.5 percent
in 2018.

Technology
F

The ease of starting a business in the United States is
high, but the new business
entry rate is just 3.94 per
1,000 people, a slight decrease from 4.30 per 1,000
people in 2018.

R&D Investment
The country spends 2.7 percent of its GDP on research
and development.
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With the 2019 International Innovation Scorecard, the
Consumer Technology Association expands the report
in breadth and depth, adding 23 new countries and two
new categories. In this second edition, we evaluate 61
countries and the European Union across 28 indicators
to determine whether they stifle progress or fuel the
fires of innovation.
Each country on the Scorecard ranks in one of four
tiers: Innovation Champions excel in almost all areas,
followed by Innovation Leaders, which earn high scores
in most. Behind the Leaders are Innovation Adopters,
which promote innovation in some areas but not others.
Finally, Modest Innovators may support innovation in
one or more areas, but they show the greatest room for
improvement.
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CONTACTS

The Consumer Technology Association (CTA)™ is
the preeminent trade organization representing the
$398 billion U.S. consumer technology industry, which
supports more than 15 million jobs. CTA serves over
2,200 companies, ranging from the startups and small
businesses that make up 80 percent of its membership
to some of the world’s best-known brands. CTA also
owns and produces CES®, the world’s premier gathering
for consumer technology and the innovators who turn
today’s dreams into tomorrow’s realities. Profits from
CES are reinvested into CTA’s industry services.
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