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Thailand has relatively low corporate and individual marginal 
tax rates and ranks well above similarly-sized countries in the 
ease of starting a business. Also, the nation boasts access to 
improved drinking water sources for the vast majority of its 
population.

What did Thailand do right? What can Thailand do better?

Despite its loca-
tion at a nexus of 
trade, Thailand 
falls behind most 
other countries in 
welcoming inno-
vation. However, a 
2017 federal initia-
tive is working to 
change that. 

Under the Thailand 
4.0 program, the 
Thai government 
plans to transition 
the nation’s econ-
omy away from a 
dependence on 
manufacturing and 
toward high-tech 
industries such as 
robotics, biotech 
and the Internet of 
Things. Among other objectives, the program outlines a goal of increasing research 
and development expenditure from less than one percent of the country’s gross 
domestic product to four percent.

The program also details plans to use the country’s existing infrastructure to turn 
provinces into leading digital and innovation hubs. However, before that goal can 
become a reality, Thailand will need to make its internet service faster and more 
affordable. The country earns a C in Broadband this year thanks to its paltry band-
width and high broadband costs.

Sources: (Quartz) (Thailand 4.0)
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Thailand could lay legal groundwork and support self-driving 
vehicle development, an area where the country currently lags 
behind almost every other nation on the Scorecard. The coun-
try can increase its proportion of highly-skilled workers and 
dramatically increase its R&D spending, which is currently just 
0.60 percent of its GDP.
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Shown as a percentage of gross monthly income per capita

https://qz.com/1393992/how-thailands-massive-infrastructure-project-will-create-asias-next-big-innovation-hub/
http://thaiembdc.org/thailand-4-0-2/
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CONTACTS

With the 2019 International Innovation Scorecard, the 
Consumer Technology Association expands the report 
in breadth and depth, adding 23 new countries and two 
new categories. In this second edition, we evaluate 61 
countries and the European Union across 28 indicators 
to determine whether they stifle progress or fuel the 
fires of innovation.

Each country on the Scorecard ranks in one of four 
tiers: Innovation Champions excel in almost all areas, 
followed by Innovation Leaders, which earn high scores 
in most. Behind the Leaders are Innovation Adopters, 
which promote innovation in some areas but not others. 
Finally, Modest Innovators may support innovation in 
one or more areas, but they show the greatest room for 
improvement. 

ABOUT THE SCORECARD

Diversity
Immigrants make up 
only 5.2 percent of the 
population and the coun-
try lacks ethnic diversity.
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Tax Friendliness 
Streaming services are 
subject to tax. The cor-
porate tax rate is 20 per-
cent, and the top individ-
ual tax rate is 35 percent

Drones
National rules for com-
mercial and recreational 
drone operators are large-
ly clear and unrestrictive. 
However, there are cur-
rently no testing or devel-
opment sites in Thailand.

Ridesharing 
Rideshare drivers must 
register their cars as 
public vehicles, which 
are subject to burden-
some federal rules, in-
cluding mandatory GPS 
trackers. 

The Consumer Technology Association (CTA)™ is 
the preeminent trade organization representing the 
$398 billion U.S. consumer technology industry, which 
supports more than 15 million jobs. CTA serves over 
2,200 companies, ranging from the startups and small 
businesses that make up 80 percent of its membership 
to some of the world’s best-known brands. CTA also 
owns and produces CES®, the world’s premier gathering 
for consumer technology and the innovators who turn 
today’s dreams into tomorrow’s realities. Profits from 
CES are reinvested into CTA’s industry services.

ABOUT CTA

@ConsumerTechnologyAssociation

Consumer Technology Association

@CTA

@CTATech

Entrepreneurial 
Activity

The ease of starting a 
business in Thailand is 
high, but the new busi-
ness entry rate is just 
0.99 per 1,000 people. 


