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Over 43 percent of Slovenia’s workforce is highly skilled, and 
41.2 percent of college graduates earn degrees in STEM fields. 
Slovenians enjoy quality broadband, with a mean download 
speed of 21.4 Mbps. The country dedicates two percent of its 
GDP to research and development, which includes a self-driv-
ing vehicle testing area planned for the capital city of Ljubljana.

What did Slovenia do right? What can Slovenia do better?

Slovenia’s efforts to welcome innovation to central Europe have not gone unnoticed. 

The country devotes two percent of its gross domestic product to research and devel-
opment, outspending all of its neighbors except Austria. Slovenia also enjoys a high 
proportion of high-skilled workers — just over 43 percent of its workforce — and more 
than 41 percent of its college students earn degrees in science, technology, engineer-
ing and math (STEM) fields.

Slovenia also earned high marks in Resilience, thanks in part to its low levels of cor-
ruption and healthy ability to withstand an oil shock. 

On emerging technologies, however, Slovenia’s approach is mixed. The Ministry of 
Infrastructure supports self-driving vehicles (SDVs), and in April 2018 it dedicated 
nearly seven miles of road in the capital, Ljubljana, to SDV testing. But the country 
prohibits commercial drone use, and rules for recreational drone operators limit 
flights to uninhabited areas.

Sources: (Total Slovenia News) (BTC)
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Slovenia can improve its sharing economy by easing restric-
tive regulations on short-term rental hosts and lift rules that 
severely limit ridesharing operations. It can also lift a ban on 
commercial drone use and ease restrictive rules for recreational 
operators. 
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https://www.total-slovenia-news.com/business/971-btc-city-to-become-testing-ground-for-autonomous-vehicles
http://www.btc.si/en/press-releases/2018/04/slovenia-developing-solutions-connected-autonomous-vehicles/
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With the 2019 International Innovation Scorecard, the 
Consumer Technology Association expands the report 
in breadth and depth, adding 23 new countries and two 
new categories. In this second edition, we evaluate 61 
countries and the European Union across 28 indicators 
to determine whether they stifle progress or fuel the 
fires of innovation.

Each country on the Scorecard ranks in one of four 
tiers: Innovation Champions excel in almost all areas, 
followed by Innovation Leaders, which earn high scores 
in most. Behind the Leaders are Innovation Adopters, 
which promote innovation in some areas but not others. 
Finally, Modest Innovators may support innovation in 
one or more areas, but they show the greatest room for 
improvement. 

ABOUT THE SCORECARD

Self-Driving  
Vehicles

The Ministry of Infrastructure 
supports infrastructure devel-
opment for the widespread 
use of self-driving vehicles 
and has announced plans to 
create a testing area exclu-
sively for self-driving vehicles.
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Resilience 
Slovenia has high-quality 
local suppliers and low 
political risk, but its eco-
nomic centers are situ-
ated in areas at risk from 
natural hazards.

Freedom
There are above-average 
levels of both personal and 
political freedom. 

Diversity 
Immigrants make up 11.8 
percent of the population, 
the country is highly ethni-
cally diverse, and there is an 
above-average level of gen-
der parity among workers 
ages 25-54.

The Consumer Technology Association (CTA)™ is 
the preeminent trade organization representing the 
$398 billion U.S. consumer technology industry, which 
supports more than 15 million jobs. CTA serves over 
2,200 companies, ranging from the startups and small 
businesses that make up 80 percent of its membership 
to some of the world’s best-known brands. CTA also 
owns and produces CES®, the world’s premier gathering 
for consumer technology and the innovators who turn 
today’s dreams into tomorrow’s realities. Profits from 
CES are reinvested into CTA’s industry services.

ABOUT CTA

@ConsumerTechnologyAssociation
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Entrepreneurial 
Activity

The ease of starting a busi-
ness in Slovenia is high, but 
the new business entry rate 
is just 3.13 per 1,000 people. 


