
NIGERIA
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Population: 203,452,505 | GDP: $1.121 trillion | Language: English | Unicorns 2009-2018: 2 

Nigeria scores well in markers of Diversity and enjoys strong levels 
of gender parity. The country is open to drone innovation, allowing 
drone use for environmental monitoring and dramatically easing 
rules for recreational users—developments that improved its Drones 
grade to a B from a D. Nigeria also saw an increase in its Tax Friend-
liness grade to an A- from a B+, thanks to a decent individual tax rate. 

What did Nigeria do right? What can Nigeria do better?

A Modest Innova-
tor for the second 
time, Nigeria saw its 
grades fall in many 
key areas this year. 

The mean download 
speed of fixed and 
mobile broadband 
connections in the 
country is only 1.9 
Mbps. The monthly 
cost of fixed broad-
band is also several 
times higher than 
that of the majority of other countries on the Scorecard, and combined with a 
monthly mobile broadband cost that is also above average, accounts for Nigeria’s 
drop to a D+ from a C- in Broadband.

Nigeria also takes an inconsistent approach to the sharing economy, which con-
tributed to its decreased Ridesharing grade. Ridesharing is operational, but pol-
icymakers are considering applying restrictive taxi rules on ridesharing drivers. 
Nigeria lost some ground in the Short-Term Rentals category amid increasing 
competition on the 2019 Scorecard, but short-term rentals continue to operate 
there without regulations. 

The capital city of Lagos continues to support a thriving startup scene, attracting 
investments from Facebook and Google. Nigeria has also produced two unicorns in 
the past decade, including the e-commerce site Jumia.

Sources: (The Business Year)

KEY TAKEAWAYS 
South
Africa

Namibia

Madagascar
Réunion

Lesotho

Swaziland

Mauritius

Comoros
Mayotte

Cape
Verde

EgyptLibya

Tunisia

Algeria

MOROCCO

W
es

te
rn

Sa
ha

ra

Sudan

Niger
Mali

Mauritania

Chad

South
Sudan

Eritrea

Ethipia

Somalia

Djibouti

Mozambique

Zimbabwe

Botswana

Zambia

Tanzania

Angola

Democratic
Republic

of the
Congo

Kenya
Uganda

Rwanda
Burundi

Congo

Central African
Republic

Cameroon

Gabon

NIGERIA
Benin

To
g

oGhana

Senegal
Gambia

Burkina Faso

Ivory
Coast

Sierra
Leone

GuineaGuinea-Bissau

Seychelles

Malawi

Spain

Antanarivo
Harare

Lusaka

Maputo

Gaborone

Windhoek

MbabanePretoria

Cape Town

BloemfonteinMaseru

Port LouisSaint-Denis

Mamoudzou
Moroni

Victoria

Cairo

Khartoum

Addis Ababa

Asmara

Djibouti

Mogadishu

Juba

Nairobi

Dar es Salaam

Lilongwe

Kampala

Kigali
Bujumbura

Luanda

Praia Dakar

Banjul
Bissau

Conakry
Freetown

Rabat

Abuja

Copyright © Free Vector Maps.com

 International Innovation Scorecard 2019Consumer Technology Association™

Mean Download Speed 
(Fixed & Mobile)

Fixed Broadband Cost 
Per Month

Nigeria could improve its telecommunications and online infra-
structure and increase its proportion of high-skilled workers. It can 
gird its infrastructure against natural hazards and improve access to 
telecommunications and online services for its citizens. The country 
could also increase its R&D investment, which dipped to only 0.20 
percent of GDP this year and resulted in an F in this category.
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With the 2019 International Innovation Scorecard, the 
Consumer Technology Association expands the report 
in breadth and depth, adding 23 new countries and two 
new categories. In this second edition, we evaluate 61 
countries and the European Union across 28 indicators 
to determine whether they stifle progress or fuel the 
fires of innovation.

Each country on the Scorecard ranks in one of four 
tiers: Innovation Champions excel in almost all areas, 
followed by Innovation Leaders, which earn high scores 
in most. Behind the Leaders are Innovation Adopters, 
which promote innovation in some areas but not others. 
Finally, Modest Innovators may support innovation in 
one or more areas, but they show the greatest room for 
improvement. 

ABOUT THE SCORECARD

Tax Friendliness
Streaming services are 
not subject to tax. The cor-
porate tax rate is 30 per-
cent, and the top individ-
ual tax rate is 24 percent. 
Nigeria’s grade increased 
to an A- from a B+ in 2018.
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Drones 
Recreational drone op-
erators must complete 
an online registration 
form, but commercial 
drone operators are re-
stricted by complex na-
tional rules. 

Diversity
Immigrants make up 
only 0.6 percent of the 
population, but the 
country is the second 
most ethnically diverse 
on this year’s Scorecard.

Freedom
There are average levels 
of both personal and po-
litical freedom.  

Ridesharing 
Ridesharing is opera-
tional, but policymakers 
in Nigeria’s capital want 
to apply restrictive taxi 
rules for rideshare driv-
ers, earning the country a 
C, down from a B in 2018. 

The Consumer Technology Association (CTA)™ is 
the preeminent trade organization representing the 
$398 billion U.S. consumer technology industry, which 
supports more than 15 million jobs. CTA serves over 
2,200 companies, ranging from the startups and small 
businesses that make up 80 percent of its membership 
to some of the world’s best-known brands. CTA also 
owns and produces CES®, the world’s premier gathering 
for consumer technology and the innovators who turn 
today’s dreams into tomorrow’s realities. Profits from 
CES are reinvested into CTA’s industry services.
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