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Short-term rentals are operational in India, with a light-touch 
regulatory framework. 

What did India do right? What can India do better?

In India, almost 30 
percent of college 
graduates receive 
science, technology, 
engineering and 
math degrees, but 
the government’s 
heavy-handed regula-
tions stifle emerging 
technologies, which 
hampers graduates 
when they begin to 
look for jobs.

Ridesharing in India 
operates in a hazy regulatory environment. Certain states, such as Karnataka in the 
southwest, have come down hard on peer-to-peer ridesharing services, mandating 
that all vehicles have GPS systems, track all passengers and trips made and share 
data with local police.

In contrast, short-term rentals are widely used and legal across India, if homeown-
ers register their properties with local governments. 

Despite Transportation Minister Niti Gadkari’s recent comments suggesting 
that self-driving vehicles (SDVs) will not be coming to India anytime soon, many 
startups and IT firms are already developing technology to support SDVs. On-road 
testing, however, remains prohibited.

As of December 1, 2018, India legalized civilian drone flights, but it places heavy re-
strictions on commercial operations, requiring pilots to obtain permits and submit 
their flight plans prior to takeoff.

Sources: (Times of India) (Ministry of Tourism) (Economic Times) (Your Story) (Analytics India) 
(DGCA)
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Indian officials could adopt a more welcoming approach to-
ward self-driving vehicles. The country could also lower its 
corporate and individual tax rates, and reverse a decline in its 
spending on research and development, which caused its R&D 
Investment grade to drop from a C to a D+. 
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https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/uber-utoo-get-licence-to-ply-in-karnataka/articleshow/56598368.cms
http://tourism.gov.in/hotels-restaurants
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/hotels-/-restaurants/airbnb-has-had-incredible-growth-among-indian-guests-and-hosts-nathan-blecharczyk/articleshow/63088869.cms
https://yourstory.com/2018/01/autonomous-vehicle-policy-heres-india-needs-step-gas/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services/hotels-/-restaurants/airbnb-has-had-incredible-growth-among-indian-guests-and-hosts-nathan-blecharczyk/articleshow/63088869.cms
http://dgca.nic.in/cars/D3X-X1.pdf
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With the 2019 International Innovation Scorecard, the 
Consumer Technology Association expands the report 
in breadth and depth, adding 23 new countries and two 
new categories. In this second edition, we evaluate 61 
countries and the European Union across 28 indicators 
to determine whether they stifle progress or fuel the 
fires of innovation.

Each country on the Scorecard ranks in one of four 
tiers: Innovation Champions excel in almost all areas, 
followed by Innovation Leaders, which earn high scores 
in most. Behind the Leaders are Innovation Adopters, 
which promote innovation in some areas but not others. 
Finally, Modest Innovators may support innovation in 
one or more areas, but they show the greatest room for 
improvement. 

ABOUT THE SCORECARD

Freedom
There are average levels 
of both personal and po-
litical freedom.

Society

F D C B A
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Economy

R&D Investment

Entrepreneurial Activity

Tax Friendliness

Unicorns

F D C B A

Broadband 
The mean download 
speed of fixed and mo-
bile internet is below av-
erage at 5.2 Mbps. 

Drones
New rules require pilots 
to submit a flight plan 24 
hours in advance unless 
the drone weighs less 
than four pounds and will 
fly below 200 feet. 

Ridesharing 
Ridesharing is opera-
tional across the coun-
try, but federal rules are 
unclear. Overall, India 
earns a C, up from an F 
in 2018.

The Consumer Technology Association (CTA)™ is 
the preeminent trade organization representing the 
$398 billion U.S. consumer technology industry, which 
supports more than 15 million jobs. CTA serves over 
2,200 companies, ranging from the startups and small 
businesses that make up 80 percent of its membership 
to some of the world’s best-known brands. CTA also 
owns and produces CES®, the world’s premier gathering 
for consumer technology and the innovators who turn 
today’s dreams into tomorrow’s realities. Profits from 
CES are reinvested into CTA’s industry services.

ABOUT CTA

@ConsumerTechnologyAssociation

Consumer Technology Association

@CTA

@CTATech

Short-Term 
Rentals

Short-term rentals are 
operational throughout 
India, with a minimal re-
quirement that hosts reg-
ister their properties with 
their state government. 


