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More than 40 percent of the country’s workers are highly skilled,
and the annual new business entry rate is high at 20.76 per 1,000
people. Also, the country welcomes self-driving vehicles, and
self-driving public buses are currently undergoing testing in the
capital city of Tallinn. Estonia produced one unicorn in the past
10 years, one of the few countries to earn top marks in this area.
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Estonia could encourage more students to earn degrees in
STEM fields to boost its Human Capital grade.
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Since regaining its
independence almost
30 years ago, the small
Baltic powerhouse has
made great strides, and
shown an impressive
entrepreneurial spirit.
Estonia boasts the highest new business entry
rate on the Scorecard, at
20.76 per 1,000 people.
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Estonia earns Innovation
Champion status in its
very first year on the
Scorecard.
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INNOVATION

A self-driving bus was launched in Estonia’s capital, Tallinn, in 2017.

Estonia is also surprisingly progressive in its policies toward innovative technologies.
Self-driving vehicle testing is legal across the country. In 2017, the capital city, Tallinn,
inaugurated a self-driving bus route to shuttle passengers along the city’s business
corridor.
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The country employs drones for everything from investigating forest fires to patrolling its borders and researching bird habitats. Nor does Estonia impose any additional barriers on commercial drone operators, who face the same rules as hobbyists.
Peer-to-peer ridesharing and traditional taxi drivers are on even footing since the
2017 passage of a new transportation law, which aligns regulations for both services
while relaxing old taxi service requirements. All drivers transporting passengers for
money must hold specialized licenses from the Federal Transportation Ministry.
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Resilience

Broadband

Unicorns
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Estonia has strong infrastructure, and most of its
population has telecommunications connectivity and
access to online services.

The mean download speed
of fixed and mobile internet is fast at 27.9 Mbps.
The monthly cost of fixed
broadband is 1.20 percent
of GNI per capita and mobile broadband is 0.10 percent of GNI per capita.

The country produced one
unicorn between 2009 and
2018.

Ridesharing services operate without any restrictions
in Estonia.
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Regular renters are required
to register as a business and
are subject to safety rules
and other regulations, but
tourism laws do not clearly
distinguish a regular renter
from an occasional renter.
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With the 2019 International Innovation Scorecard, the
Consumer Technology Association expands the report
in breadth and depth, adding 23 new countries and two
new categories. In this second edition, we evaluate 61
countries and the European Union across 28 indicators
to determine whether they stifle progress or fuel the
fires of innovation.
Each country on the Scorecard ranks in one of four
tiers: Innovation Champions excel in almost all areas,
followed by Innovation Leaders, which earn high scores
in most. Behind the Leaders are Innovation Adopters,
which promote innovation in some areas but not others.
Finally, Modest Innovators may support innovation in
one or more areas, but they show the greatest room for
improvement.
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The Consumer Technology Association (CTA)™ is
the preeminent trade organization representing the
$398 billion U.S. consumer technology industry, which
supports more than 15 million jobs. CTA serves over
2,200 companies, ranging from the startups and small
businesses that make up 80 percent of its membership
to some of the world’s best-known brands. CTA also
owns and produces CES®, the world’s premier gathering
for consumer technology and the innovators who turn
today’s dreams into tomorrow’s realities. Profits from
CES are reinvested into CTA’s industry services.
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